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September 2014 

 

Dear Friend 

Building Work Update 

When work was being carried out to insulate, felt and re-slate the roof, 
unexpected major structural problems were discovered to the brick and 
stonework at the top part of the front elevation of the building facing Huntingdon 
High Street.  As a result, emergency scaffolding had to be erected to make that 
part of the building safe and we are grateful for the swift action taken by the 
architect, structural engineer and contractors in making the building safe. 

This problem only came to light when the roof at the front of the building was 
stripped to enable the new materials to be laid and, having been hidden from 
view and not anticipated; it is extra to what was included in the ‘Here 4 
Huntingdon’ project. 

Although a generous contingency (an amount set aside to cover possible 
additional works that may be discovered) had been allowed for, this did not 
cover the significant extra costs required to put right this serious defect in the 
structure of the building.  The cost incurred in carrying out this vital remedial 
work was anticipated to be some £22,000, of which £11,000 could be covered 
from the ‘Here 4 Huntingdon’ project leaving the remaining £11,000 to be found 
from General Church Funds. 

However, as work progressed on Friday 12th September, the problems in the 
structure were found to be more severe than had been initially thought, in 
particular the extent of the deterioration to the stone and brickwork due to 
erosion and crumbling.  If no other problems are discovered the total cost to 
make everything sound is £45,000.  Although not anticipated by our professional 
advisers, if other problems are forthcoming the costs will be greater.  

The seriousness of the problems found in the structure of our building mean that 
all remedial work must be carried out without delay to make the structure of our 
building sound.  

To assist the church financially the East Anglia Methodist District, of which we 
are a part, have agreed that some of their grant aid allocated to Phase 3 of the 
project (extension and the multi-purpose worship area) can be used to fund the 
emergency work so we do not have to draw on the General Church funds beyond 
the £11,000 agreed at the last Church Council.  In view of the increased cost 
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incurred, there is also the possibility of applying to the Methodist District for 
further grant funding when we come to phase 3 of the project. 

We recognise the generosity of the congregation through the weekly offerings, 
donations to the ‘Here 4 Huntingdon’ project and in many other ways, but should 
anyone desire to make a contribution towards this essential structural repair this 
would be greatly appreciated and would ease the burden on Church funds of 
£11,000 allocated to these repairs.   

Gifts can be given to the Church Treasurer, Alan Butler, or through the offertory 
bag in an envelope marked ‘Structural Repairs’.  Cheques should be made out to 
‘Huntingdon Methodist Church’ and if you pay tax, your gift can be Gift Aided if 
you indicate that you wish to do so.  It is recognised that not everyone will be 
able to respond and the Church Council are grateful for all sacrificial giving 
offered as an expression of Christian discipleship. 

In response to the discovery of this major structural problem, and recognising 
the age of our building, the contingency for the ongoing work will be increased 
significantly to cover any similar eventuality.            

Further to the completion of the work on the roof and the emergency structural 
repairs, the project will continue.  It is hoped that Phase 2, the work on the rear 
halls, will proceed this autumn, as a significant part of the grant-aid offered is 
dependent on work on this phase commencing during 2014. 

If you have any questions about matters raised in this letter, you are invited to 
speak with either Ken Walmsley or Bob Dearman, both of whom will be pleased 
to answer your queries. 

We appreciate your place in the life of Huntingdon Methodist Church and request 
your prayers for wisdom and provision of the necessary finance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Butler      Rev David King 
Church Treasurer     Superintendent Minister 
   


