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1. Executive Summary  

 
In May 2012 Huntingdon Methodist Church launched the Here4Huntingdon (H4H) 
project to redevelop, extend and refurbish its premises, especially based on the 
church’s ethos to respond to community need. When completed, this redevelopment 
will enable Huntingdon Methodist Church (HMC) to continue to be a vital strategic 
centre for Huntingdon and the surrounding area as well as meet church needs. 
 
The appointed architects and other professionals have worked with the H4H Steering 
Group and the HMC Church Council to produce the plans which have been submitted 
to, and approved by, Huntingdonshire District Council.  Our plan and timeline from the 
outset was that the project would be delivered in 3 main phases to minimise the 
disruption to the existing life of the church, our partners and neighbours, and to obtain 
the best available value for money at each stage. 
 
Phases 1 and 2 have now been successfully delivered and paid for at a total cost   of 
£297,751   Phase 1 included the re-roofing of the original church building, including 
energy efficient roof insulation, the rebuilding of part of the front façade and the 
restoration work to the existing stonework and windows. Phase 2 centred on the total 
redevelopment of the rear hall, ancillary rooms and toilets, including new heating, 
lighting, windows and floors. 
 
We are now about to move into the delivery of the final Phase 3 which will see 
essential work undertaken to provide major improvements to the current multi-
purpose worship area and front premises. This includes; 
 

• Redesigning the sanctuary to provide a new main entrance and reception area 
on the west side.  

• Providing a new refreshment/ lounge area to meet the growing needs of our 
daily outreach work into our local community through our Open Door drop in 
and regular luncheon clubs. 

• This area will also create new opportunities for both the church and external 
charities and user groups to provide drop in facilities for the   unemployed, 
lonely, single parent/carers, after school events etc.   

• Providing at least one additional meeting room and storage facilities to meet 
the needs of both church groups and our external  

• Extending the existing main kitchen to include more space and facilities so that 
we can service functions in both front and rear parts at the same time. 

• Upgrading of the existing toilets to ensure they are fully compliant for   the 
disabled and baby changing.   

• Installing a new heating and lighting system into the front premises including a 
new energy efficient boiler for the whole of the building.  

 
Following a full tendering process, the total cost for Phase 3 which includes a 5% 
contingency and 20%VAT   is £ 455,592. To date we have already raised £185,000. 
We are now embarking on a programme to apply to funding bodies which we hope 
will be able to provide the remaining £270,000 so that we can commence the work as 
soon as possible, hopefully by Spring 2019.  
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2. Background   
 

 
The HMC building is situated on the High Street in the Town Centre. The current 
Methodist Church building was erected in 1878 and the ancillary buildings have been 
added over the years. There were previous Methodist Church buildings on the site 
dating back to 1768. 
 
The interior of the current multipurpose worship area was substantially redeveloped in 
1988, and in 2000 the toilets and kitchens were refurbished and complied with the 
health and safety standards. The premises are now used by church groups, 
community and voluntary organisations, and in particular we have a significant 
number of regular users with physical and learning difficulties.  

Our vision for the church as a caring and supportive environment for the whole 
community is already being realised and is evident by the growing number of 
individuals and groups using the facilities and premises seven days a week.  We 
recognise the fast growing and evolving challenge, and to fully appreciate the 
implications, we embarked on extensive research, investigation, consultation and 
planning before commencing with our H4H scheme. 

From this we have established the urgent need to extend and upgrade the premises 
so that we can meet both the current needs and future demands of the growing local 
community, and in particular to increase our support for those people with learning 
difficulties and special needs.  

To enable HMC to respond to these challenges, we launched in May 2012 the H4H 
project to redevelop, extend and refurbish the premises, especially based on the 
church’s ethos to respond to community need. When completed, this will enable HMC 
to continue to be a vital strategic centre for Huntingdon and the surrounding area as 
well as meet church needs.  

Huntingdon District Council has development plans for the next twenty years to build 
around 9,000 new homes in the town and its catchment area – including the major 
development at Alconbury Weald - which will be a mix of social and private housing. 
The Council also has plans to develop and substantially increase the business 
community, partly enabled by the improvements currently being made to the A14 dual 
carriageway. This will bring more people and visitors into the town on a regular basis.      
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 3. Overview  
 
The H4H project is based on the need to provide flexible, multi-purpose spaces and 
facilities which are required for use by the church, local community groups and 
external organisations. 
 
The plans have been drawn up to meet the needs of the present users of the building 
and all rooms and spaces are being designed so that they can be easily accessed 
and used by different groups and individuals and will not be exclusively limited for use 
by any one group. The design is based on ‘flexibility’ allowing for changes in use. 
 
Over recent years the requirements of both the church and community groups have 
changed, and the frequency of use has grown substantially. This has meant that new 
requests from user groups cannot always be accepted in full at the present time.  
 
Now that we have completed the first two phases of our redevelopment to the   main 
roof and front elevation of the main church sanctuary, and to the rear hall and rooms 
and toilets, we are concentrating our efforts on the final phase three. This will see the 
transformation of the main sanctuary into an even more adaptable multi-functional 
area, the building of an extension on the west side of the sanctuary to provide a new 
entrance /reception, lounge, refreshment area, meeting room, additional storage area 
and the enlargement of our main existing kitchen, all of which will be completed to the 
same high standard as the rest of our building.   
 
The current limitation on the use of the premises by several groups at the same time 
occurs because of the lack of suitable direct access to all parts and   multi-functional 
options. This means that we cannot provide the necessary level of support and 
assistance to all potential external user groups as well as our own outreach 
community projects.  
 
The redevelopment project will remedy these problems and enable us to meet the 
growing needs of both the church’s work, particularly with young people and 
vulnerable adults, and other organisations and agencies who are looking to work with 
us.  
 
Despite the limitations, the increased usage is confirmed through the letting income 
which has risen from £2,769 for the year ended 31 August 2011 to just over £10,000 
for the year ended 31 August 2017 
In addition, we also welcome organisations who use the premises on a regular basis, 
such as CRUSE, (Bereavement Support Group) which are not charged by the church. 
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4. External partners and organisations who use HMC premises  
 
The current partners and organisations which use our premises and the range of 
typical events which are regularly held, are listed below. However, no group has 
permanent or exclusive usage of any part of the premises. 
   

• Bedazzle. 12 hours every week to provide 1to1 care and support for young 
people with severe mental disabilities. 

• The Seventh Day Adventist Church which meets on most Saturdays from 
10.00am to 5.00pm. 

• The Methodist Church St Neots and Huntingdon Circuit Office which is open 
most weekday mornings. 

• The University of the 3rd Age who hold their full monthly meeting one evening 
each month and the U3A choir which meet one afternoon per month. 

• CRUSE bereavement counselling.   Around 2 hours each week 

• Dance and Keep Fit Groups.  Up to 5 hours each week  

• Headway Group. 3 hours every week for providing training and support to help 
people who have suffered head and brain injuries back into employment.  

• Huntingdon District Council.  Sporadic use during the year for   
o Polling Station for elections 
o Public Enquiries 
o Annual events such as carol services. 

• Huntingdon Local History Society.  3 hours each month 

• Huntingdon Regional College. Groups with Learning difficulties 

• Hustings before Local, General and European elections  

• Local Charities   Sporadic events during the year. 

• Music Concerts Sporadic events during the year  

• Music Groups, Choirs and Choral Groups. Up to 6 hours each week.  

• Private Hire for meetings /parties/celebrations.  Varying usage. 
 
U3A, Bedazzle, a Community Choir, a Rock Choir, a Zumba Group and Headway 
have all begun using our premises since the completion of Phase 2 of our building 
upgrade.  In addition, several other users have increased their usage of our premises. 
 
The kitchen facilities are also frequently used by different groups to provide soup 
lunches, monthly seniors’ lunches, as well as community meals for children and 
disabled persons who live in Huntingdon.  
 
We also provide temporary accommodation and short term letting for Huntingdon 
District Council when required, and we were also able to accommodate a local 
nursery for 6 months whilst their own building was renovated.   
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5. Church groups and affiliated organisations which use HMC premises  
 

• Open Door. A Drop-in serving the local Community providing free 
refreshments, friendship, a quiet corner and practical support every weekday 
morning. Open Door also provides a meeting place for adults with learning 
difficulties, some of whom have done work-placements with us. 

• Junior Fellowship for all young people up to age 18 for 1½ hours every Sunday 
morning.   

• Focus on Faith Teenager Group. 2 hours every week in term time  

• Junior Youth Club (7 to 12-year olds) 2 hours   every week during Term time. 

• Youth Music group 1 ½ hours every week during term time  

• Senior Youth Club (12/13 to 18-year olds) 3 hours every week during term 
time. 

• Seedlings, a group for pre-school children and carers for 2 hours every week 
during term time and special events during holidays  

• Messy Church.  (for children up to 11-year old and their carers) Christian 
teaching based around craft activities, stories, songs and games for 2 hours 
every month. 

• Men’s Club.  Every 2 weeks for around 2 hours   

• Women’s Fellowship. Every 2 weeks for around 2 hours  

• Seniors Lunches. Every Month for around 2 hours  

• Supper Club. (For people with learning /physical difficulties). Usually every 2/3 
weeks for 2 hours. 

• Craft Group making gifts for Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal.     2 
hours per week which also aims to alleviate loneliness and offer friendship for 
up to 20 volunteers. 

• Operation Christmas Child Shoebox collection centre for the Huntingdon area. 
Runs for several weeks in November and early /December each year.   

• Whitechapel Mission. Collection point for food, toiletries and clothing. This is an 
all year-round project in support of the London-based Mission which provides 
help for the homeless. 

• Fair Trade and Christian Aid events.        

• Churches Together in Huntingdon and Godmanchester. Sporadic events.  

• Midweek worship every Wednesday morning. 

• Monday morning Ladies bible study group. 

• Weekly bible study groups during Lent and Advent   
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6. Here4Huntingdon Partnership and Development Forum 
 
To enable us to meet the changing and growing needs of all our current users and to 
plan for new potential users, the Church Council (Managing Trustees) intend to 
provide multi-purpose rooms and areas maintained to high standard which provide 
facilities and access for all user groups, and which meet the requirements of the 
Equalities Act.  
 
As part of the project we regularly meet with both our own and our external users to 
both help us understand the scope and range of facilities which are required by every 
group, both currently and in the foreseeable future. These views have been taken into 
account wherever possible in the overall design, including modifications to changes 
made in the previous phases, such as an additional internal door to increase privacy, 
sound panels to improve acoustics, improved lighting in the main hall, better heating 
controls in the hall.   
  
Some of the potential specifications and requirements identified by the User Group 
Forum which have been incorporated in the plans include; 
 

• A large open space area suitable for children, young people and adults to use 
for physical activates including indoor games, community dance and exercise 
groups etc.  This has been provided in Phase 2. 
 

• Smaller rooms that could be used for confidential conversation.  Existing rooms 
will be improved, and additional options provided under Phase 3. 

 

• Easily accessible storage areas for tables, chairs, screens and user group 
equipment and resources.    This has been provided in Phase 2 but will be 
increased under Phase 3. 

 

• A multipurpose lounge /refreshment/ reception area with access to a larger 
fully equipped kitchen. This is included in the plans for Phase 3  

 

• Good internet and Wi-Fi coverage throughout the building. This has been 
provided under Phase 2. 

 

• More convenient external accesses to different parts of the building. This will 
be provided under Phase3. 
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7. Project objectives and timeline Phases 1 and 2  
 
The project was launched in May 2012 and the appointed architects and other 
professionals have worked with the Steering Group and the Church Council to 
produce the plans which have been submitted to, and approved by, Huntingdonshire 
District Council. Our plan and timeline from the outset was that the project would be 
delivered in 3 main phases to minimise the disruption to the existing life of the church, 
our partners and neighbours, and to obtain the best available value for money at each 
stage. 
 
 Phase 1 commenced in June 2014 and completed in December 2014. 

   
This provided major essential external improvements including;  
 
o The re-roofing of the original church building 
o Inserting energy efficient roof insulation, including roof lights. 
o Rebuilding of part of the front wall of the church and the insertion of tie-

rods, due to its unsafe condition 
o Restoration work to the existing stonework façade and windows. 

 
Phase 2 commenced in November 2014 and completed in May 2015.  
             
             This centred on the redevelopment and improvement of the existing      
              rear hall, and ancillary rooms including;  

 

• Building a new 2 level storage area. 

• Installing a new Equalities Act compliant toilet for the disabled and baby 
changing facilities and upgrading other toilets.  

• Upgrading the cleaning equipment store to include sinks, hot water supply 
and a securely locked door.   

• Installing new windows and floors  

• Enlarging the ancillary room and making access easier for buggies and 
wheelchairs.  

• Improving the heating and lighting system in the rear premises (except for 
the new heating boiler which is in Phase 3).  

 
Total cost of Phases 1 and 2  

We have always ensured that we have full funding in place before any contracts are 
signed and this has meant that we have already raised and paid the full costs for 
Phases 1 (£107,381) and 2, (£190,370) and the initial professional fees for the 
preparatory work for Phase 3(£19,200)    Of the total cost so far, which amounts to 
£318,415, £ 103,197 has been raised by the members of HMC. 
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8. Project objectives and timeline Phase 3 – To commence Spring 2019.  
 
Detailed specifications of the Phase 3 plans have been produced by the architect and 
the formal tendering process has been completed with 3 building firms submitting 
estimates.  
 
Phase 3 will provide major improvements to the current multi-purpose worship area 
and front premises.  We have full approved planning permission from Huntingdon 
District Council, agreement with our neighbours regarding access and boundary wall 
issues, and an agreed building specification and cost price    from our preferred 
builder.  The total cost which includes both a 5% contingency and VAT of 20% is 
£455,592. Of this amount we have already raised £185,000.  Our remaining task is to 
secure full funding for the balance of £270,000 so that the work can commence, and 
our plan is to start Phase 3 in Autumn 2018.   Our Church Members have committed 
to raise a further £50,000, so the amount being sought from grants and external   
donations is £220,000.  

 
The main elements of Phase 3 include; 
 

• Redesigning the sanctuary to provide a new main entrance and reception area 
on the west side.  

• Providing a new refreshment/ lounge area to meet the needs of our daily Open 
Door, regular luncheon clubs and church family meals. 

• This area will also create new opportunities for both the church and external 
charities and user groups to provide drop in facilities for the homeless, 
unemployed, lonely, single parent/carers, after school events etc.   

• Providing the option to create additional small meeting rooms and storage 
facilities for both church groups and external users.  

• Extending the existing main kitchen to include more space and facilities so that 
we can service functions in both front and rear parts of our premises at the 
same time. 

• Upgrading of the existing toilets to ensure they are Equalities Act compliant for   
the disabled and also provide new baby changing facilities. 

• Installing a new heating and lighting system into the front premises including a 
new energy efficient boiler for the whole of the building.  

 
 
9.Alternative accommodation costs during Phase 3.  

 
These are not expected to be substantially higher than the monies saved on our 
current running costs during the respective periods when parts of our premises will 
not available for use. We would lose some rental income although there would be 
corresponding savings on heat /light cleaning and general maintenance costs.  We 
are fortunate in having close ties with St Mary`s Church of England which is situated 
just across the road from HMC, and we have shared in joint Sunday worship during 
previous renovations. We will also work with all current users to find the best solutions 
during any periods when there is restricted access to the premises. 
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10. Post Phase 3; Ongoing Revenue Costs. 
 

Once Phase 3 of the project has been completed and all of the redeveloped premises 
are brought back into full use, the Church Council (Managing Trustees) will 
commission the H4H Steering Group to make a detailed review of the expected new 
maintenance costs. These will be dependent on the final extent and the nature of the 
changes which are made under the full project, but our current working assumptions 
are that; 
 

1. Our general day to day property maintenance and repair costs will initially be 
lower in real terms than our current budget, because the main fixtures and 
fittings and decoration will be new. Our costs for the last accounting year to 31 
August 2017 were around £4,000. Which were mainly redecoration costs for 
the sanctuary and rear hall.  We are already budgeting to both maintain and 
increase our contingency fund to meet these costs as they arise in future 
years. We currently have a specific £10,000 contingency reserve should our 
old heating boiler fail before it is scheduled to be replaced in Phase 3. 

 
2. Gas, electricity and water costs -which were £5,500 for the year to 31 August 

2017, will continue to rise in line with inflation and any energy provider 
increases. However, both our current heating and lighting systems are very 
inefficient and expensive to run, so we will be budgeting for only a modest 
overall increase in real terms once we have the zoned energy efficient heating 
and lighting systems installed. 

 
3. The costs of a contract cleaner are currently kept to a level of just £2,800 per 

annum, with other cleaning being done by church members. It is however 
possible that we will look to employ a cleaner / caretaker once all phases are 
completed. This is a new cost which will need to be factored in to our budget. 
At today’s rates this could add up to an additional £3,000 per annum 
depending on the duties to be included. 

 
4. We also receive rental income from some of our partners and other 

organisations that use our premises, so their contributions will also be revised 
accordingly to reflect their share of all relevant expenditure.  

 
5. Some office and administrative costs are currently being incurred and it is 

anticipated that these will increase gradually, and will, where appropriate, be 
covered by contributions from groups and partners using those services. The 
costs which include insurance premiums amounted to around £5,000 for the 
year to 31 August 2017.   
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11. Here4Huntingdon Project Steering Group  
 
The Managing Trustees who form Huntingdon Methodist Church Council, appointed a 
steering group to act on their behalf in running the H4H project. This steering group 
has provided regular advice and recommendations to the Church Council at each 
stage of the project and will continue to do so until the final Phase has been delivered. 
 
The members of the steering group together with details of their relevant qualifications 
and experience are contained in Annex A.   
 
 
12. Risk Assessment and Contingency Planning.  
 
So that the project could be started at the earliest practical opportunity, the division of 
the redevelopment into 3 phases was recommended by national officers of the 
Methodist Church. Full funding will always be in place before each phase is started, 
therefore removing any financial risk on the Church Council. It also enables the best 
possible value for money to be obtained from tendering contractors at the relevant 
times.  
 
The phasing approach also ensures that the Steering Group will have more control 
over meeting the delivery dates and keeping the additional costs under control. This 
will help to minimise the disruption to both the existing users of the premises and to 
our neighbours. 
 
If for any reason full funding for Phase 3 has not been secured when contracts need 
to be signed, there is sufficient scope within the scheme to prioritise essential work, 
and to defer non-essential improvements until the funding can be secured.  
 
The overall project cost will include a contingency at a level recommended by the 
Architect and Quantity Surveyor to cover any unforeseen essential elements which 
are identified as the phases are delivered. 
 
We will continue to engage with all our neighbours with adjoining boundaries once the 
work commences to ensure that any concerns about noise, disruption and access 
which they may have, are resolved to everyone’s satisfaction. 
 
 
13. Benefits Realisation  
 
Once the final Phase 3 has been completed, Huntingdon Methodist Church will have 
a suite of premises which are designed and equipped to provide an enduring resource 
for the people of Huntingdon and the surrounding area. The Church Council will 
continue to be receptive to further changes and improvements as the needs of both 
the church and community develop in the coming years.  
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14. Publicity Plan for Phase 3                                                                                      
 

The purpose of the Publicity Plan is; 

• to raise awareness of the H4H project in the local community. 

• to provide regular updates as the key milestones are reached, and 

• to recognize the financial support provided for each phase of the project by the 
various funding bodies. and where appropriate; 

• to raise awareness of purpose and involvement of those funding bodies in the 
local community. (with the agreement of the respective bodies) 

 
     Full details of the plan are in Appendix B  
 
     15. The Business Plan  
 

This version 22 of the business plan will be revised and updated as significant 
information is established which impacts on the requirements, costs and delivery 
timelines. 
 
Here4Huntingdon Steering Group  
 
  
30 April 2018  
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16. H4H Project Appendix A  

Membership of the H4H Steering Group  

The Steering Group has been appointed by Huntingdon Methodist Church Council. 

• Chair of Steering Group 

Mr Paul Hornsby 

Qualifications: 
B.SC (Econ), ACIB, Cert PFS 

Work experience: 
Former bank manager, Insurance services manager and IFA running own business 

Trustee and Secretary of The Whitechapel Mission, a registered charity which 
provides help and advice for the homeless. 

Chair of the Methodist Church East Anglia District Property & Finance Committee. 

Retired Methodist Circuit Steward 

   

• Project Liaison Officer (Clients’ Representative)                              

Mr Kenneth Walmsley  

Qualifications: 
HNC Mechanical Engineering 
ONC Electrical Engineering 
IPS Diploma (Institute of Purchasing and Supply) 
 
Membership of professional bodies: 
Member of the Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply 
Member of Institute of Engineering Designers (prior to retirement) 
Incorporated Engineer (prior to retirement) 
 
Work experience: 
2000 – 2008 Group Services Manager, TWI Ltd (the welding Institute) 
Managing a staff of 30 of varying skills, ranging electricians, carpenters, building 
workers (incl. groundwork), plasterers, buyers, print room operators, draughtsmen 
and stores personnel. 
 
Responsibilities included the day to day site maintenance, project management of 
refurbishment schemes and new building works, and the procurement of high value 
capital equipment. 
 
As Group Services Manager, responsible for all new site construction workings - the 
last one being a £1,000,000+ extension to the office and workshop area in 
Middlesbrough.  
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Others included setting up a training facility in Brazil and Malaysia. 
 
Prior to 2000, worked as a Works Manager, managing a staff of 100; a Facilities 
Manager for a Bioscience company; a Quality Control Manager for an international 
manufacturing company and a design draughtsman amongst others. 
 

• Partnership and Development Forum and joint Publicity Officer.  

Mrs Leonore Charlton 

Qualifications 
First Professional Examination, Library Association 

Work experience: 
Library Adviser to Secondary Schools and Colleges. [Cambridgeshire Education 
Authority]  
Responsible for the design and layout of libraries and learning resource centres in 
schools and colleges. 
 
Design and Development Manager [Cambridgeshire Libraries and Information 
Service] 
Responsible for the design of libraries and development of 5 new building projects, 
including working with architects, quantity surveyors, contractors, and other 
professionals. 
 
Development and Marketing Manager [Cambridgeshire Libraries and Information 
Service]  
Project management, design of buildings with architects, layout and furniture, 
information technology systems, and marketing services. 11 new buildings plus 
Cambridge Central Library rebuild and refurbishment. 
 
Consultancy undertaken for other authorities, in library design and development over 
this period 
 
 Retired Methodist Circuit Steward 

• Partnership and Development Forum  

 Mrs Pauline Stowers  

Qualifications / work experience: 
Retired RGN  
Modern Matron 
Part of the team for the development of the Treatment Centre at Hinchingbrooke 
Hospital, Huntingdon 

Methodist Church Property Steward 
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• Treasurer / Finance     

Mr Peter Barlow  

Qualifications  
Chartered Certified Accountant FCCA BSc (Hons) 
 
Work experience 
Audit Partner Designate within locally based accountancy practice           
Methodist Church Steward  
 

• Finance / Grant Applications    

 Mr Paul Hornsby 

• Finance / Grant Applications / Joint Publicity Officer     

Mr Robin Ward 

Qualifications / work experience 
Senior HM Inspector of Taxes (Retired 2016) 

HM Revenue & Customs- until October 2016 - Policy Adviser and Finance Bill / 
Chancellor`s Budget, Communications Project Manager 

Huntingdon Methodist Church, Children and Youth Work Co-ordinator, HMC Fund 
raising Co-Ordinator for Christian Aid and Action for Children. 

Previous HMC Building Development Projects Fund Raising Co-Ordinator. 

St Neots and Huntingdon Methodist Circuit Steward 

• Huntingdon Methodist Church Minister 

 Rev James Bamber  

Superintendent Minister of the St Neots and Huntingdon Methodist Circuit 

• Secretary to Steering Group   

Mrs Rosemary Parsons 

Work experience: 
Former Secretarial officer, RAF 

Former Methodist Circuit Meeting Secretary 
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H4H Project Appendix B  

Publicity Plan - Phase 3                                                                                      
 

Purpose  
 
The purpose of the Publicity Plan is; 
 

• to help raise awareness in the local community of development of the 
Methodist Church premises, 

• to provide regular updates as the key milestones are reached, and 

• to recognize the financial support provided for each phase of the project by the 
various funding bodies. and where appropriate; 

• to raise awareness of purpose and involvement of those funding bodies in the 
local community. (This will however only be done with the agreement of the 
respective funding bodies)   

 
 

Publicity Officers  
 
The joint Publicity Officers are responsible for the monitoring and preparation of all 
publicity and the delivery of the Publicity Plan. 
 

• Mrs Leonore Charlton.  Email leonorecharlton@hotmail.co.uk  

          Telephone 01480 457425 

• Mr Robin Ward.  Email Robinward@sky.com  

          Mobile Telephone 07541 365791 

 
 
Key Milestones 
 

Projected Commencement of Phase 3                                                        Spring 2019  

  

Main improvements to be delivered include;  

• Providing a new main entrance and reception area 
in the west side extension.  

 

• Providing a new refreshment/ lounge area with 
appropriate furniture. 

 

• Providing options to create additional meeting 
rooms, office and storage facilities.  

 

• Extending the existing main kitchen to include 
more space and facilities. 

 

• Upgrading of the existing toilets.   

• Installing new heating and lighting systems.  

• Redesigning the existing sanctuary to provide new 
access from the side extension.  

 

• Providing new floor covering and redecorating the 
existing sanctuary. 

 

 
 
 

 

mailto:leonorecharlton@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Robinward@sky.com
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Announcement of successful funding of the H4H 
Phase 3, including recognition of the respective 
funding bodies but only where consent for public 
acknowledgement is given. 

Spring 2019 

  

Announcement of the appointment of the building 
contractor delivering the work  

Spring 2019 

  

First progress update on Phase 3 Early Summer 2019 

  

Second progress update on Phase 3                     Late Summer 2019 

  

Advance notification of Completion Thanksgiving 
Service to be held in early 2020  

Autumn 2019 

  

Final progress update on completion of Phase 3               Winter 2019 

  

Thanksgiving Service for delivery of the complete 
H4H Project       

Spring 2020 

 
 
 
Publicity Activities  
 
These will be updated and expanded for each the milestones as the project 
progresses and there are significant items of interest to report. 
 
Press Releases of key milestones, photographs and interviews to; 

• Hunts Post (Newspaper) 

• Cambridge Evening News (Newspaper) 

• Huntingdon Community Radio 

• BID Huntingdon Newsletter (Town Centre Partnership) 

• Local BBC and ITV (Radio and TV) 

• BBC Radio Cambridgeshire   

• Relevant Methodist/Community websites, Facebook and Twitter accounts  
 
 
Methodist Church Publicity: 
 
Huntingdon Methodist Church 
 

• Website –www.huntingdonmethodistchurch.org.uk    

• Twitter @huntsmeths, 

• Facebook -Huntingdon Methodist Church  

• HMC Quarterly Magazine “In Touch” 
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St Neots and Huntingdon Methodist Circuit  
 

• Website –www.snahmc.org.uk   

• Circuit Quarterly Newsletter 
 
East Anglia Methodist District and The Methodist Church UK  
 

• Website – www.eangliamethodist.org.uk   

• “The Vine” East Anglia District Quarterly Magazine 

• Website - www.methodist.org.uk  

• “The Buzz” National Methodist Information facility 
 
The Aims of all of the above publicity are to: 

• Raise awareness of the redevelopment in the local community 

• Keep external partners and organisations informed of progress. 

• To encourage new partnerships with community groups and charities. 

• To recognise and acknowledge those involved in delivering the redevelopment 
and the funding bodies. 

• To celebrate the achievement at the Thanksgiving event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.snahmc.org.uk/
http://www.eangliamethodist.org.uk/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/


        Huntingdon Methodist Church (HMC) H4H Business Plan V 22.00 

   Huntingdon Methodist Church (HMC) H4H Business Plan V 22.00 
20 

 

 
18. Appendix C     Words of support from external users. 
 
 
The groups and organisations using our premises have provided support for our 
Phase 3 and the following commendations represent some of their thoughts; 
 

I am writing on behalf of Huntingdon Rock Choir. We are a 150-strongCommunity Choir, who 
use Huntingdon Methodist church to rehearse in for,30 weeks a year, on a Thursday night 
during term-time. As well as our weekly rehearsals we regularly perform for and within the 
local community raising well needed funds for charities and groups in the local area and 
throughout the UK. 
We use the facilities every Thursday night and find them very satisfactory for our needs. The 
acoustic is good; the venue is warm and comfortable. 
The only problem we have is the moving of furniture as each session we have to move 
around 10 tables and 100 or more chairs used for the daily ‘Open Door’ sessions and then 
put everything back ready for business on a Friday morning. 
We understood this when we booked the venue and completely understand but we would 
welcome Phase 3 as it would encourage multi-purpose use of the space, not only for ‘Open 
Door’ but for us as we could increase revenue to the church by potentially serving our own 
teas and coffees weekly. To 
have this breakout area alongside the church space would be invaluable, especially if we 
invite friends, family and members of the local community into the church to watch us at any 
time. At the moment space is too tight for us to fundraise in the church in this way. 
We welcome this development for the church and are in full support of it. 
 
Carrie Rawlings 
Rock Choir Leader & Regional Brand Manager 

 

We are most happy to give our support for your improvement scheme. Our art club has found 
your premises to be very suitable accommodation for our needs.  
As numbers fluctuate it is very useful to be able to book various sized rooms accordingly. As 
the church premises are in the town it is nice and central for our club members to get to. 
 
Paula Skinner, 
Hunts Art Group. 
 

 

Huntingdonshire Local History Society is 60 years old and has over 200 members. We have 
held our monthly meetings at Huntingdon Methodist Church for a number of years and we 
are very satisfied with both the efficient and helpful booking system and the excellent 
facilities, including the disabled facilities, kitchen, audio visual system. Another great asset is 
the central location on the High Street and the available parking. The proposed extension 
would be of real benefit for us for providing a refreshment and lounge area as well as smaller 
meeting rooms ideal for committee meetings etc.  The Society is pleased to be able to 
support your project and hope you reach your financial target. 
  
Philip Saunders    
Chairman Hunts Local History Society 
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Huntingdon U3A (university of the Third Age) established itself in 2000. The organisation is 
aimed at those people who are no longer in full time employment. We believe in lifelong 
learning, fun and friendship. The fun part of learning is central to all of our activities and there 
are no qualifications required or given in our sessions. 
 
We have grown over the last 18 years and now have over 600 members. We meet once a 
month in the Methodist Church with usually around 160 members in attendance. We always 
have a speaker and refreshments are served. We have been using this venue for just a year 
now. Without this valuable community space being available to us, we would have had to 
have taken our meetings outside of Huntingdon which we did or want to do. 
 
We have found the church to be a warm and inviting place and have been impressed with the 
bookings service and on-site assistance at our meetings when needed. We have had one or 
two minor hiccups with were rectified quickly and efficiently. A minor drawback for us is that 
we have to rearrange the chairs in the sanctuary before each meeting and the lack of storage 
available to us. 
 
As we have over 50 groups running within our organisation, we are often looking for smaller 
spaces to hold these. Our singing group currently use the church and when you have 
completed your renovations and have smaller spaces to rent out I am sure, we will have 
members wanting to use your valuable space. We are extremely limited in Huntingdon for 
suitable community use to hold events especially with the loss of the Commemoration Hall 
and welcome your forthcoming plans. We know you are well on the way with your fundraising 
and we wish you luck. 
 
Pat Milne 
Chairman Huntingdon U3A 
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19. Appendix D -Financial breakdown of Phase 3 costs  
 
 

 ELEMENT  TOTAL   £ 

 Preliminaries 67,601.68 

 Demolitions 10,655.13 

 Extension structure and Façade;  

 • Ground Floor Slab 52,590.48 

 • Structural Steelwork 24,880.34 

 • External Walls 31,266.82 

 • Roof Structure 24,852.86 

 • Roof Finish 21,262.11 

 • Drainage 5,345.78 

 Internal Works 71,194.88 

 Plumbing and Heating 19,271.79 

 Electrical Installation 13,600.75 

 Decorations 16,362.84 

 External Works 2,695.74 

 Contingency @ 5% 18,079.06 

 Total Excluding VAT £379,660.26 

 VAT @20% 75,932.05 

 TOTAL Including VAT £455,592.31 

   

 Funding raised by HMC or promised by funding bodies  
As at 31 March 2018 

£185,000 

   

 To be raised by Huntingdon Methodist Church £50,000 

 Balance to be sought from funding bodies £220,000 
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20. Appendix E – Photographs of Huntingdon Methodist Church and the 
Architect`s drawing of the planned Phase 3   Westside Extension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our current church was built in 1878 and originally seated over 600 worshippers. The 
building commenced on 22nd May as shown in the picture and was completed just 6 
months later on 18th October which may help explain why we discovered 100 years 
later that there were no foundations! 
 

                   
 

The façade has remained virtually unchanged since 1878 although the scaffolding 
required to enable the new roof and the front wall rebuilding to be completed in 2015 
demonstrated the benefits of health and safety at work! 
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Once we have completed Phase 3 of our project the main façade will remain  when 
viewed from the High Street, and the new  extension on the West side (right hand 
side) will run the full length of the church and has been designed  by our Architect in 
consultation with the Huntingdon District Council`s Planning and Conservation 
Officers to blend in with the appearance of the main building and the conservation 
area of the town in which we are situated.  


